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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, JA 

SUBJECT: LDP PILES CHARGES AGAINST HORIGOME 
REP: TOKYO 8783 

SUMMARY: LDP JULY 4 FILED CHARGES AGAINST CENTRAL ELECTION 
MANAGEMENT COMMISSION CHAIRMAN HORIGOME IN REACTION TO HIS 
REMARKS TUESDAY ON IMPROPRIETY OF ROLE OP CORPORATIONS IN UPPER 
HOUSE CAMPAIGN. END SUMMARY. 

1. LDP, STUNG BY WIDESPREAD CIRTICISM OF ROLE OF CORPORATIONS 
IN CURRENT ELECTION CAMPAIGN, FILED FORMAL CHARGES JULY 4 
AGAINST MASAMICHI HORIGOME, ON GROUNDS THAT HIS PRESS COMMENTS 
ON SUBJECT TUESDAY (REFTEL) CONSTITUTED OBSTRUCTION OF FREEDOM 
OF ELECTION IN VIOLATION OF PUBLIC ELECTION LAW. COMPLAINT 

WAS FILED WITH TOKYO DISTRICT PROSECUTOR IN NAME OF LDP SECGEN 
TOMISABURO HASHIMOTO, AFTER CONSULTATIONS AMONG PARTY LEADERS 
INCLUDING PRIMIN TANAKA. 
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2. LDP COMPLAINT SPECIFIED THAT HORIGOME ALLEGATIONS, BASED 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


ON RUMOR, AND NOT CLEARED WITH COMMISSION, VIOLATED ELECTION LAW 
WHICH PROHIBITS ABUSE OF POWER BY NATIONAL OR LOCAL OFFICIALS, 

OR MEMBERS OF COMMISSION, TO OBSTRUCT FREE ELECTION. IN POT- 
KETTLE ARGUMENT, LDP ALSO NOTED CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES BY LABOR UNIONS 
AND RELIGIOUS BODIES. 

3. IN SEPARATE STATEMENT TO PRESS HASHIMOTO EXPRESSED SUSPICION 
THAT HORIGOME STATEMENT CAME AS PREMEDITATED PART OF JSP ELECTION 
STRATEGY. HORIGOME, WHO IS JSP POLICY OEFICIAL, TOLD PRESS HE 
CONEIDENT OF CORRECT OUTCOME OF COURT PROCEDINGS. 

4. JSP STATEMENT SAID THAT NATIONWIDE CAMPAIGNS BY CERTAIN COR- 
PORATIONS COMMON KNOWLEDGE, AND ASSERTED HORIGOME STATEMENT BASED 
ON TRUTH. JSP CALLED ON LDP TO WITHDRAW CHARGES. 

5. ALL OPPOSITION PARTIES CRITICIZED LDP ACTION. DSP DESCRIBED 

IT AS QTE AUTHORITARIAN ACTION UNQTE WHICH REVEALS HOW STRONGLY 
HORIGOME REMARKS UPSET LDP. 

6. MEDIA, DIGGING INTO ONLY JUICY ISSUE OF CAMPAIGN, CHARACTERIZED 
LDP CHARGE AS QTE DESPERATE FLING UNQTE TO REFUTE MOUNTING 
CRITICISM OF ENLISTMENT OF CORPORATIONS IN LDP CAMPAIGN CAUSE. 

ASAHI QUESTIONED LEGAL BASIS FOR LDP CHARGE, AND ASSERTED THAT 
HORIGOME ACTED PROPERLY IN INTEREST OF PROMOTING FAIR ELECTION. 

7. COMMENT: LAST MINUTE FLURRY OF CHARGES ON THIS ISSUE 

NOT LIKELY TO SWAY VOTER COMMITMENTS SIGNIEICANTLY. HOWEVER, 

SHARP LDP REACTION INDICATES NO-NONSENSE ATTITUDES BUILDING 
UP AGAINST OPPOSITION WHICH CERTAIN TO ENLIVEN POLITICAL 
SCENE, INCLUDING POST ELECTION DIET SESSION, FOR SOME TIME 
TO COME. END COMMENT. 

CULBERT 
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